A new — and possibly
controversial — service
can remove autographs
from baseballs

BY 2COTT KELNHOFER

n nn age when providing collectors with sato-
graphs hns beesme o major business enterpriso,
a Californin businessman has developed a
proceas that he hopes becomes o commercial success
by making antographs disappear, |
Alan Berman has developed a process that can
remove sutegraphs and inscriptions firom bascballs,

offering collectors the opportunity to transform iboms

with multiple signatures or inseriptions into mona
desirable, single-signed itema.

Berman is the founder of Sipgned Basaball Magic, a

company based in Santa Rosn, Calif. He began
collecting nutogrnphed baseballs in 1990 and had
amassed a collection of peveral hundred ibems.

He had hoped ta add single-signed baseballs from
groat kome mun hitters like Babe Ruth or Jimmy
Foxx to his collection, but said he was discouraged to
gep prices for swch items soaring into the five-figure
range.

In 2002, Berman was losking at one af his multi-

signed baseballs that contained s Foox signature and

bognn wondering if it was possible to simply remove
the other autographs. He consulted his deughter,
Mary. who works in the field of art restoration, and
asked her if she thought it would be possible to
remose the unwanted signatures,

“It was a trial-and-error process, but the end
result is that T was able to remove the four signa-
tures nnd now have a beautiful Jimmy Fooe ball,”

Berman snid, “T now own some baseballs that | nover

thought 1 would have. For collectors like myself, it
means that baseballs that had been hard to come by
and too expensive can now be maore affordable.”

Berman said his company's process is Ewalold —
removing the signature or inscription, then restoring
the surface af the baseball =0 there’s no evidence af
the previous writing. The desired signature is not
touched or enhonced in any way.

Barman would not discuss the details of the

process his company uses in the procedure, snying he

didn't want to “divalge any trade secrets.” But ho did
sny the work his cormpany does iz as much art as it is
science,

“Anyone can remove the signature,” Berman said.
“The hard part is the restoration of the surfnes,
making it look like the gignature was never there,
When [ first started with this idea, I was able to
remove o signature from a ball but the surface was
torn and damaged, I butchered it protéy good, My
dnughter was able to restora it to the point whera,
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These before-and-after photos show the resalts of Signed Basaball Magic's new sarvice
ko remowe unwanted signatures and [nscriptions from baceballs.

even though I know what I'm leoking for, T ean't tall
any damage was done. It's a process that can't be
horried. You might work an an area of the hall for a
couple of minubes, then have to wait several hours
before you can do the next step,”

Berman has a Web gite — werwesignedhbaseball-
magic.com — that includes before-and-after photos of
balls that have had signatures or inscriptions
removed. The cost of his service ranges from $60 per
word for inseription removal and $126 per signature
for the remawal of 1-3 sipnatures, to 875 per signa-
ture fixr the remeoval of 10 or more signatures from a
ball. The turnaround time is 8 minimum of one week
per baseball.

He alzo zaid the age of the ball does not affect the
guality of the final resulta. “We've worked on bags-

balla that are from the 1950,
anad they've tarned out just fine,”

The service is relatively mew
[Berman just fingshed an order
for his first retail customer in
mid-September) but Berman
believes buainesa wall grow ok a
steady rate,

“We recently ran owr first ad
in SO0 and we had people call-
g within the first week,” he
anbd. “Onee people see the gunl.
il:y.' of the wark, I'm confident
hiusiness will begin ta ald, U'm
sure people will send in one ball
at first to see how well it works
ankd then theyll send in maore,
Hopefully, we'll start doing sone
showa in the nest venr to
promote the serviee”

Inseription remaval is likely
to b the most requested service,
Berman siuid,

Does Signed Baschall Magic
offer any type of puaranbes?
“Custamer satisfoetion iz our
main geal,” he said, “IF we were
to damage somebhodys's ball in
any way, wo're willing to bay it
back at a fuir price, That's just
good busingss,”

The Web site alsa fentures
bazebhalls for sale that were anee
mulki-gigned items, For
inatance, a Gil Hodpes single-
signed bageball s available for
21,400 It used to feature the
pignature of Hodges and tlie rest
of the 1964 Washington Sena-
Lors.

Berman understands that
this new process will create
some debate among hobbyiats,
Restoration ig not frowned upon,
but alterations are often deemed
to be & form of decaption.

Is what Berman doing deceptive?

*T asked that question to (authenticators) Jimmy
Spence and Mike Gutierrez,” Berman said, “They told
mie that as long as I was up frent in telling people
that an ibem used to be o team-signed ball, for
instanee, they were OK with it. For instance, the ball
is labeled ns formerly being a team-gipned baseball,

Tve talked with some deslers and eollectars about
this and the reactions have been all across the board,
But as an avid collector, I can greatly appreciate how
trensurcd these items are. It's really a chance to take
an item you alrendy own ond enhance it
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